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Cardiac 
System of 
Care



Acute Cardiac Ready 
(ACRH) Hospital 
Designation
It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3…

1. Enroll and contribute to the state 
cardiac registry, GWTG- CAD

2. Meet established ACRH 
designation criteria

3. Apply to be designated as a STEMI 
referring center by the state



ACRH Hospital 
Designation Benefits

• Designated by the state as a STEMI referring center 

• Get recognized for your exceptional STEMI care

• Involvement in education and outreach

• Guidance on best practice STEMI treatment

• Contribute to the collection of statewide STEMI data

• Participate in statewide performance improvement 



Statewide Cardiac 
Registry FAQ

• What registry was chosen?

• What is the purpose?

• Is participation mandatory?

• How do I share data if I use a 

different registry?

• How is the registry paid for?



Stroke 
System of 
Care



North Dakota Acute Stroke 
Treatment Guidelines

• Updated to include the option of giving Tenecteplase in 
stroke

• The Stroke Task Force recommends utilization of one 
thrombolytic for stroke treatment

• If you are making the transition to Tenecteplase, please 
utilize the Tenecteplase Transition Resource



Tenecteplase Transition Resource



2024 Acute Stroke Ready 
Hospital Designation Criteria

Essential updates include:
• Comprehensive stroke log
• Protocol for reversal and treatment of post-lytic 

complications
• Provider documentation requirements



2024 Acute Stroke Ready 
Hospital Designation Criteria

Essential updates include:
• Written CT downtime protocol
• Utilization of clinical practice guidelines blood pressure 

management medications
• Comprehensive performance improvement program and 

up to date with data submission (within 90 days)



2024 Acute Stroke 
Ready Hospital 
Designation Criteria

Recommended updates include:
• Utilization of telehealth services to 

assist with management of stroke code
• BEFAST education provided to all staff
• Community outreach on stroke 

recognition and activation of the 
emergency response system

• Subacute stroke care resource 
awareness



Performance 
Improvement

The Stroke System of Care collects 
statewide data on determined quality 
measures. We then analyze the data, 
identify areas of improvement, and 
develop a plan to improve outcomes.
• BEFAST/FAST-ED Algorithm
• Dysphagia Screen Infographic
• Public Facing BEFAST Poster 

(coming soon)



Cardiac 
Ready 
Community 
Program



Cardiac Ready 
Community Program

Designed to promote survival from a 
cardiac event, such as sudden cardiac 
arrest outside of the hospital setting 
(OHCA). The goal is to prepare 
community members to recognize, 
respond, and assist with cardiovascular 
emergencies. The CRC Community 
program promotes the American Heart 
Association Chain of Survival, which can 
improve the chances of survival and 
recovery for heart attack, stroke, or 
sudden cardiac arrest victims. 



PulsePoint AED Registry

• In the revised Cardiac Ready Community Guidelines, one 
designation criterion under the Public Access to AEDs section is 
to enter AEDs in your community into the free PulsePoint AED 
application.

• The application is free, easy to use, and enables you to build an 
AED registry for your community. Making it easier to find an AED 
when a cardiac emergency strikes.

• AEDs managed using the PulsePoint AED application are 
accessible to emergency dispatchers, including nearby citizens 
trained in CPR and off-duty professionals.



North Dakota 
Law 
Enforcement 
AED Project



The Helmsley 
Charitable Trust

• In 2020, a grant from the Helmsley 
Charitable Trust awarded the North 
Dakota Department of Health and 
Human Services $4.3 million dollars to 
equip law enforcement first responders 
statewide with the next generation 
“connected” Automated External 
Defibrillators (AEDs). 

• Over 1,600 devices have been 
distributed to local, state, tribal, and 
federal law enforcement agencies.



Hearts on Duty

When a LIEFPAK CR2 AED funded by the Helmsley 
Charitable Trust is used to save a life during a sudden 
cardiac arrest, the Hearts on Duty Program gives an AED to 
the officer involved in the save to donate to a community 
organization of their choice on the survivor’s behalf.



Hearts on Duty Recognizes 
Sergeant Joseph Minwegen

Sgt. Minwegen has been with the Divide County Sheriff’s 
Office since March 20, 2019. Before starting with the Divide 
County Sheriff’s Office, he worked a year with the 
Minnesota State Patrol as a patrol trooper. Due to his 
excellent leadership skills, Sgt. Minwegen has quickly 
moved through the Divide County Sheriff’s Office ranks. He 
is a wonderful asset to Divide County as he is always willing 
to help its citizens and treats them with respect and dignity 
regardless of the call for service. The Divide County 
Sheriff’s Office is proud to have Sgt. Minwegen as a 
member of its team.



For questions, please contact:

Christine Greff, BSN, RN, SCRN
Cardiac and Stroke Systems Coordinator

• 701.328.4577  • cgreff@nd.gov

Visit our website at: https://www.hhs.nd.gov/health/EMS

mailto:cgreff@nd.gov
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/health/EMS
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